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COMBINATION OF METHODS OF COLLECTION AND ANALYSIS OF INFORMATION OF MODERN SOCIOLOGICAL RESEARCH
(ON THE EXAMPLE OF ANALYSIS OF THE OPINIONS OF PERSONS DETERMINING THE FOREIGN POLICY OF THE EUROPEAN UNION)

The article gives and substantiates the theoretical and methodological foundations of the conceptual version of the study of discourses and public statements based on a combination of research methods. The effectiveness of the presented approach is based on a case study of the opinions of individuals who determine the foreign policy of the European Union
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If one of the key tasks of the project can be formulated as development and justification of theoretical and methodological grounds for analysis of discourses and public statements, working group come to the conclusion that it would be logical and advisable to expand the object of research to some extent, applying for this purpose a broader approach to defining the groups of respondents and the methods of collecting information, including those personal developed by sociologists from this group. 
At the first stage of the field work very important to study the opinions of the “inaccessible respondents” (the EU foreign policy-makers) on the problems identified in the assignment, by the method of “text survey” of their public speeches [1, P. 169]. The essence of the method of “text survey” is that an analyst finds answers to the questions posed in the interview form in the texts of the public statements delivered by the politicians and published in the accessible sources. Later on ordinary citizens very important will be asked the same questions, they will be the respondents included in the sample frame. Carry out a population survey in the regions, located on the border with the EU countries. In the course of the survey the opinion of representatives of various socio-demographic groups will be studied. The age of respondents is 18+. 
The data obtained will make it possible to realize a comparative analysis of the attitudes and positions of the population and government officials, who determine the foreign policy of the European Union with its neighboring Eastern European states. 
In order to be able to make time comparisons of the opinions on the attitudes to the past and present events, logically, that all respondents (both virtual and real, i.e. policy-makers and the sampled population) evaluate the events that took place at three periods: 1) the peak of the Cold War (the 60-ies of XX cent.), 2) the end of the Cold War during Gorbachev’s Perestroika period (end of 80-ies of XX cent.), 3) and the modern time, causing the emergence of new challenges and threats (2017 - 2018). It should be noted, that during the population survey in addition to traditional questions effectively using the so-called “recollection questions”, which will enable the representatives of different age groups to give their assessments of the events of those periods that they can consciously evaluate [2, P. 30]. Analysis of the assessments of the past and present events will make it possible to make a forecast about the future developments.
The positions expressed by the British Prime Minister, the German Chancellor, the President of France, and the President of the United States of America are relevant for analysis at all the selected time periods (due to the significant role of these political actors in shaping the global political agenda). Within the first and second indicated time periods, the positions expressed by the head of the USSR should be included in the analysis, and as for the third time period, the leaders of the Russian Federation, as well as countries of the Eastern Partnership should be included.
In order to improve the quality of conclusions and recommendations important in addition to the described above, to carry out content-analysis of mass-media that were published during the time periods indicated. At the same time, opinions of the expert community will be studied. In this respect, it is necessary to conduct expert surveys of the leading political scientists, historians, economists and journalists.
Thus, during the research process it is proposed to carry out:
- the study of the opinions of inaccessible respondents (EU policy-makers) by the method of “text survey”;
- population survey (of various age groups) in the border regions of applying the technique of “recollection questions”;
- survey the representatives of the expert community;
- content-analysis of mass-media. 
A comprehensive analysis of the research results, the combination of data collection methods during research implementation will allow not only to gain a picture of what is happening at the studied territory, but also will answer the questions: why various problem situations arose and how it is possible to avoid or remove the negative consequences of these problems [3, P. 62].
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КОМБИНАЦИЯ МЕТОДИК СБОРА И АНАЛИЗА ИНФОРМАЦИИ В СОВРЕМЕННОМ СОЦИОЛОГИЧЕСКОМ ИССЛЕДОВАНИИ
(НА ПРИМЕРЕ АНАЛИЗА МНЕНИЙ ЛИЦ, ОПРЕДЕЛЯЮЩИХ ВНЕШНЮЮ ПОЛИТИКУ ЕВРОПЕЙСКОГО СОЮЗА)

В статье приводятся и обосновываются теоретические и методологические основания концептуального варианта исследования дискурсов и публичных заявлений, базирующиеся на комбинации исследовательских методик. Эффективность представляемого подхода демонстрируется на кейсе оценки мнений лиц, определяющих внешнюю политику Европейского Союза.
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